
 
 
 

TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 
Parking Authority 

 
There was a regular meeting of the Town of Southington Parking Authority on Wednesday, May 8, 2013 
at 1:30 pm in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order    The meeting was called to order at 1:37 pm by Chairman Michael Riccio. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag   The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited 
by all present. 
 
3. Roll Call    The stenographer called the roll:  Present were Chairman Michael Riccio, Commissioners 
Dolores Babkirk-Rodrigues, Mathew Florian, Mark Meade and John Solury, Jr. 
 
4. Determination of Quorum   A quorum was determined by the Chair. 
 
Chairman Riccio called for a motion to add a request from Unico to this meeting’s agenda.  
Commissioner Solury obliged.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Meade and passed on a 
voice vote. 
 
 5. Acceptance of Minutes   A motion was made by Commissioner Florian to accept the minutes of the 
April 10, 2013 meeting, as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Meade. The motion 
passed on a voice vote.  Commissioner Solury abstained. 
 
6. Submission of Bills  Chairman Riccio presented a bill covering the completion of the parking sign and 
rules sign for the Plantsville green in the amount of $547.85 and the purchase of 8 new black poles (as 
present budget allows) and a “do not enter” sign for the bank drive thru for $1082, and the 
stenographer’s bill.  The highway department is making the changes.     
 
Request from Unico for the Italian Festival     Brian Maccariello speaks to the Parking Authority.  The 
request is for exclusive use of the lower Center St parking lot and Paul Gregory’s, North Liberty lot 
(behind Groggy Frog) from Midnight on July 25 through 10pm on July 28.  This timing will be adequate 
for setting up and then cleaning up the area by the committee.  The same rules and regulations will be 
adhered to, as in the past seven years.  The tenants will be notified, as well as the overnight parking 
people, and the applicable residents.  Consensus of the board was positive.  A motion was made by 
Commissioner Solury to approve Unico’s request to use the municipal lots as requested, with prior 
stipulations in place including insurance and notifications,  and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Babkirk-Rodrigues.  The Chair called for a roll call vote:  Babkirk-Rodrigues-yes, Florian-yes, Meade-yes, 
Solury-yes, Riccio-yes.   The motion passed unanimously.  
 
7. Commissioner Communications    Commissioner Solury reminded the board that it is soon time for 
applications for overnight parking to be made available to the public.  The permits will be issued in July.  
This program has been well-received and there are no known issues with it. 
 



 
 
 
8. Public Communications   Art Cyr, 103 Berlin Ave., spoke to the Parking Authority. He wanted to 
review conversations among this board at their on-site meeting in Plantsville last month.  The lot at 
Dean’s Stove & Spa continues to be in limbo.  Cyr thinks that it has gone on “a very long time.”  He 
recalls a lot of people who had input and communications regarding this lot and he feels that there was 
some misinformation and miscommunications between “attorneys, agents, principals, town staff and 
commissions.”   It is his opinion that after all of this time the Town of Southington greatly benefits from 
that huge municipal lot that a citizen of this town provided.  It comes down to a dispute over who is 
responsible for an $800 rules sign and he feels that the Parking Authority should step up and pay for it-- 
so that this can be put to rest.    
 
9. Review of Plantsville walk through including discussion/action on Parking Lot Designation sign for 
new Municipal Lot at Dean’s Stove and Spa       Chairman Riccio reports on the Plantsville walk through. 
There was a discussion about the parking lot sign, on site, with Mr. Michanczyk. Apparently the problem 
revolves around some discrepancy between the cost of the rules sign when the agreement was made, 
and the new “improved” rules signs-- at that time being revised.  At the on-site meeting Mr. Michanczyk 
offered to contribute the cost of the old sign.  He also produced an e-mail advising him to move forward 
as planned, without regard to the sign, and “that would be a separate issue.”   Consensus today dictated 
that there had been too many people involved and that the Parking Authority should just buy the sign 
when the money is available in the budget.  There was a discussion.  Some commissioners felt that it 
was a small thing to ask, in light of the contributions to the town made by Mr. Michanczyk.  
Commissioner Solury, however, recalled that among the stipulations of the original approval of the 
parking waivers, it was required that Mr. Michanczyk install parking signs to town standards, including 
the “improved” rules sign.  He denied that any commissioner of the Parking Authority, prior or present, 
shouldered blame for any misunderstanding with Mr. Michanczyk.   With all due respect to Mr. 
Michanczyk’s contribution to the community through his business plan, Solury challenged present 
commissioners to honor the agreement made with the previous Parking Authority commissioners.  
Solury denied being aware of an e-mail negating the prior board’s action. He feels it is unfair for the 
taxpayers to pay for this.  Riccio and Florian disagreed, noting that Michanczyk’s considerable 
investment in the community renders the cost of a sign moot.  Commissioner Meade made a motion 
that the Parking Authority order, and pay the difference for, the rules sign to be erected in the 
Plantsville municipal lot.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Babkirk-Rodrigues.  The Chair 
called for a roll call vote:  Babkirk-Rodrigues-yes, Florian-yes, Meade-yes, Riccio-yes, Solury-nay.   The 
motion passed.  
 
10. Update on consultant for Riccio lot and downtown Southington parking lots.  The consultant 
recommendations are in.  Wesson and Samson is a low bidder and had the best handle on what is 
needed.   He reported on a meeting with them and the planner.  The consultant was asked to look at the 
usage of the downtown lots-- key players in the use of the loss,  i.e. tenants, landlords, churches, etc., 
restricted timed parking,  etc.  Long term goals will be addressed, as well, including a future parking 
garage.  The total cost of this study will be slightly more than $11,000.  Planning and Zoning has 
budgeted $9000 and the Parking Authority will have to make up the difference. This will require a 
transfer of funds within the budget and carryover funds.  Riccio called for concerns and questions.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
  * Commissioner Florian recused himself from this discussion.  Commissioner Meade made a motion to 
reallocate budget funds for this year and carryover, as allowed,  to fund the remainder of the consultant 
fee after Planning & Zoning’s $9000, as discussed.  His motion was seconded by Commissioner Babkirk-
Rodrigues.  The Chair called for a roll call vote:  Babkirk-Rodrigues-yes, Meade-yes, Solury-yes, Riccio-
yes, Florian-abstained. 
 
11. Update on island at North Liberty Street Parking Lot    The Town Attorney did have to become 
involved in the landscaping issue in the North Liberty Street lot.  The contractor will remove the stones, 
install a weed barrier and replace the stones in the island. 
 
12. Update on Landscaping Bids   The bids are presently being received.  A special meeting will be called 
to award the bid for landscaping contract. 
 
13. Discussion on request to carry forward funds for Parking Consultant and signage   There may be 
some funding available in the town’s budget to complete the stone in the remaining islands. 
 
14. Any other business to come before this Authority.   Chairman Riccio discusses his idea to put 
together a Capital Improvement Plan tied to a long-term budget goal.  Commissioner Florian spoke 
about the approval process for applicants.  He thinks that rather than going to Planning & Zoning before 
the Parking Authority, they would be better served by applying to Parking Authority first (before P&Z).  
He feels that by the time they get to the Parking Authority in the approval process, they are already 
heavily invested in the project, therefore if parking becomes an issue, valuable time and money are 
wasted.        
 
Commissioner Florian called for adjournment at 2:27 pm.  His motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Solury and passed on a voice vote.    
 

Michael Riccio 
Chairman 

Parking Authority 
Southington, Connecticut 

 
 


